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The next meeting will
be held at the JARC
Clubhouse, Wally
Pontiff Playground
Please see wbgad.org
for the latest informa-
tion.

General Meeting:
May 28

Board Meeting:
June 11

Open clubhouse:
Every Thursday 7:00pm

ARES Coast Guard Net:
9:00 p.m. On 146.86-

(PL114.8)

www.wbgad.org
e-mail: wsgad@arrl.net;
Phone: 504-831-1613

Send newsletter items to:

wbctv@arrl.net
Deadline: 2" Friday of
the month

VE Sesson/Fidd Day Coming Up

June features two events at the renovated clubhouse. The JARC VEC will host an exam
session for all classes of licenses on Saturday, June 13. Test session registration beginsat 9:30
A.M. Please bring apicture | D, pencils, and acopy of your licensethat you can leave with your
application. Thetesting fee for 2009 is $14.00.

Field Day 2009 / Clubhouse Re-dedication

Albert Dupont, W5AFD hasvolunteered to be chairman for thisyearsField Day. Plansare
in the works and we will operate from the clubhouse and adjoining park area. All areinvited
to participate. Wewill also be rededi cating the renovated clubhouse as the opening ceremony
for this event. If you would like to participate in the rededication planning contact either
Rafael, W5BAI or Josh, KD5PCR!

Fox Hunt Results

The Fox Hunt was a great success. Paul W2XXX’s team found the critter in 23 minutes.
He gets to be the Fox next time. He did have about 5 figures in equipment to find Jim.
Everyone else found the fox as well and returned to the club for some great home cooking.

Thanks to everyone for attending and thanks to Mike KE5V UI, for transporting the grills
and coordinating the festivities with Paul, Steve, and Don after | had to leave.

Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday takes place in May

The 2009 Louisiana Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday will take place on Saturday,
May 30, and Sunday, May 31. On these two days, shoppers can purchase specified emergency
suppliesfree of the 4% state salestax in preparation for the 2009 Atlantic hurricane season, which
beginson June 1.

During thetwo-day holiday, tax-free purchasesare allowed for thefirst $1,500 of the salesprice
of each of the following items. « Self-powered light sources, such as flashlights and candles, ¢
Storm shutter devices (Materia sand products manufactured, rated, and marketed specifically for
the purposes of preventing window damage from storms), « Portable generators,  Portable seif-
powered radios, two-way radios, and weather-band radios, ¢ Tarpaulins or other flexible water-
proof sheeting, « Gas or diesal fuel tanks,  Ground anchor systems, straps or tie-down Kits, ¢
Batteries, szesAAA, AA, C, D, 6-valt, or 9-volt (Automobile batteries and boat batteries are
ineligible), « Carbon monoxide detectors, » Cellular phone batteriesand chargers,  “Bluelce” (and
smilar re-usable cooling products), « Non-electric food storage coolers.

The 2009 Sales Tax Holiday does not extend to items or supplies purchased at airports, public
lodging establishments, hotels, convenience stores, or entertainment complexes.

The Louisiana Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday is an annua event. The 2009 sales
tax holiday beginsat 12:01 am. on Sat., May 30, and endsat 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, May 31.

For moreinformation, please call the L ouisianaDepartment of Revenue PublicAffairs Division
at 225-219-2156 or 225-219-2158.

HB146 Amended to excluded Amateur Radio

The LouisianaHouse amended HB146, regarding use of cell phoneswhile driving, to specifi-
cally excludeAmateur Radio devices. Thebill has passed the House and isnow in the hands of the
state Senate.

Westside ARC Elections to take place at June Meeting

Theéection of WARC officersfor 2009-10 will take place at the general membership meeting

at Piccadilly Cafeterianear Wall Blvd. and Lapal co Blvd. on Wednesday June 10, 2009.



ARRL SeeksMember Support for HR 2160

To support HR 2160 -- TheAmateur Radio Emergency Com-
munications Enhancement Act of 2009 (http://
frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/
getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_hills& docid=f:h2160ih.txt.pdf) -
- the ARRL is asking its membership to contact their members
of the US House of Representatives with a request to become
co-sponsorsof thissignificant pieceof legidation.

“Getting abill successfully through Congressisaformidable
task -- one that is going to require the involvement of every
ARRL member,” said ARRL Regulatory Information Manager
Dan Henderson, NIND. “Working with our Washington con-
sulting firm Chwat & Co, we are laying a dynamic approach
that will allow us to make our case most effectively. We have
devel oped astrategy to maximizeour impact when dealing with
each member of Congress.”

Since the anthrax scare that followed the 9-11 attacks, all in-
coming mail to Congressis delayed anywhere from four to six
weekswhileitisscreened. Thismeansusing norma USMail is
no longer an effective method of letting Congress hear your
voice. While e-mail is convenient, it is not effective, dueto the
large volume of e-mail that each Congressional office receives.

“Toensurethat ARRL members |ettersare quickly and expe-
diently received by Congress, our strategy isto ask ARRL mem-
berssend their lettersdirectly to Chwat & Co,” said Henderson.
“Chwat’s staff will sort the letters by Congressional district and
hand-deliver them to the appropriate House offices, providing a
direct point of contact with the Congressman and their staff.
This personal contact gives us the chance to provide not only
lettersfrom congtituents, but information fromtheARRL onwhy
thislegidationisimportant.”

The ARRL has provided asampleletter (www.arrl.org/news/
filesDearM emberOf CongressHR2160.doc) for League mem-
bersto personalize and send to their Congressional representa-
tive. “ Personalized | etters make a better impression than a stan-
dard form letter or petition,” Henderson explained. You canfind
the nameand addressfor your Congressman ontheARRL Mem-
bers Only Web page (www.arrl.org/members-only/).

Once personalized, ARRL membersshould send their letter to
Chwat & Co using one of three methods:

* Asasgned attachment to an e-mail (arrl @chwatco.com)

* Asasigned fax to 703-684-7594

* Asaregular letter to: John Chwat, Chwat & Co., 625
SlatersLn, Suite 103, Alexandria, VA 22314

If you chooseto e-mail your letter, please send it asan attach-
ment to the e-mail instead of it being thetext of thee-mail. This
alows the letter to be printed and delivered. If you draft your
own letter supporting HR 2160 instead of editing the sample,
Henderson asked that you please remember a couple of things:

* |dentify thebill by number & title: HR 2160 -- TheAmateur
Radio Emergency Communications Enhancement Act of 2009

* Keep the letter brief and on topic -- one page at the most

* Ask them to consider becoming a cosponsor

* Thank them for their consideration
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“Simpleisbetter when making thiskind of request to arepre-
sentative,” said Henderson. “ They and their staff arelooking to
gaugeinterest and support for the Bill. A lengthy letter that strays
off-topic can detract from thefocus of asking for support for the
legidation.”

Should you decide not to send your letter to Chwat & Co but
directly to your Representative, it isstill important that you send
a copy of your correspondence to Chwat & Co. This alows
them to discuss accurately with the Congressman and their staff
theamount of support for thebill ineachindividud digtrict. “ There
isstrength in numbers,” Henderson added.

Besideshill sponsor Representative SheilaJackson-Lee (TX-
18), the ARRL isfortunate to aready have six additional mem-
bers of Congress who have signed on as co-sponsors of HR
2160-- MaddeineBorddlo (Guam), Brett Guthrie (KY-02), Mary
JoKilroy (OH-15), Zoe L ofgren (CA-16), Blaine Luetkemeyer,
(MO-9) and Bennie Thompson (MS-02).

“WecongratulateARRL Division Director Jm Weaver, K8JE,
and hisgrassroots|egidativeaction team in Kentucky for secur-
ing the support of Representative Guthrie -- the first new co-
sponsor of thehill,” Henderson said. “ It showsthat our grassroots
effort can work!”

You may be asking yourself “What should | do if my Repre-
sentative has already signed on as a co-sponsor for HR 21607
The answer is smple: Thank them for their support. If your
Congressmanisone of thoselisted asaco-sponsor, sendthema
letter thanking them for their support. Use the same contact
information for Chwat & Co. “It is important to convey your
appreciation to your Representative when they sign on asaco-
sponsor or support thebill,” Henderson said. “ That smple‘ thank
you' may help open thedoor the next timetheir helpisneeded.”

Once you have prepared and sent your letter supporting HR
2160, your jobisnot over: Feedback isan important part of the
process. “What your Congressman hasto say in regardsto your
contact can providethe ARRL with important information aswe
try to push our bill forward,” Henderson noted. “ This feedback
can possibly help usidentify potential new support for thebill or
aweaknessin the legidation we may need to address.”

When youreceive aresponse from your Congressman, please
forward a copy to the Regulatory Information Office at ARRL
Headquartersviae-mail (reginfo@arrl.org) or hard copy to Regu-
latory Information, ARRL, 225 Main &, Newington, CT 06111.

“HR 2160 presents the Amateur Radio Service with aunique
opportunity -- but also carrieswith it theimportant responsibility
of makingyour voiceheard,” Henderson summarized. “HR 2160
stands as the first step in trying to address the long standing
problem of extending the protections afforded Amateur Radio
operators under PRB-1 to deed regtrictions and covenants. To
be clear, passing HR 2160 is not going to achieve that goal right
away. But it will help lay the ground work by ng theim-
pact such restrictionshave on our ability totrain for and respond
to disasters and other emergencies.”

-- Courtesy ARRL
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National Hurricane Center'sWX4NHC Sets On-The-Air Sation Test

The annual WX4NHC
On-the-Air Station Test from
theNationa Hurricane Cen-
ter (NHC) in Miami takes
place Saturday, May 30,
1300-2100UTC. “Thepur-
pose of this annual Station
Testistotest al of our radio
equipment, computers and
antennas using as many
modes and frequencies as
possible. Thisisnot acon-
test or simulated hurricane
exercise. New equipment
and softwarewill betested,
and we will also conduct
someoperator training,” sad
WX4ANHC Assistant Ama:
teur Radio VVolunteer Coor-
dinator JulioRipoll, WD4R.

Ripoll saidthat WX4NHC
asowill betesting new com-
putersand software, aswell as
conducting operator training.
“NHC Director Bill Read,
KB5FYA, will be at
WX4NHC, making con-
tacts,” hesaid. WX4ANHCwill
beonthearonHF, VHFand
UHF, plus 2 and 30 meter
APRS. Suggested SSB fre-
quencies are 3.950, 7.268,
14.325, 21.325 and 28.525
MHz, +/-QRM; WX4NHC
reportsthat they will mogtly be
on 14.325 MHz and will
make announcements when
they change frequencies.

WX4NHC dsowill beonthe
Vol P Hurricane Net 1700-
1900 UTC (IRLPNnode 9219/
EchoLink WX-TALK Con-
ference) andon South Horida
areaVHFUHF repeatersand
smplex; APRSande-mail will
asobemonitored.

Stations working
WX4NHC exchange call
sign, signal report, location
and nameplusabirief weether
report, such as “sunny,”
“rain” or “cloudy.” Non-
hamsmay submit their actua

Hurricane Report Form.
QSL toWD4R andinclude
a self-addressed, stamped
envelope. Do not send cards
totheNHC. Dueto security
measures, no visitorswill be
allowed at NHC during the
test.

weather using the On-Line

Amateur Radio Club of Sabine & Gulf Coast

Hurricane Net Hamfest

Date: June6th, 2009

L ocation: Florien Community Center, Many, L ouisiana

Entrance Fee: $5.00 and you get 1 freeticket tomain prizes. Extratickets
are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.

VE Testing

Talk-in: 147.280(-) notone

Prizes.

1st - Yaesu 8800R dual band mobile

2nd - 2800 2 meter only

3rd - Switching Power Supply

Bring whatever you want to sdll, swap or donatetotheclub. Tablesare $5.00
each.

Dinner will be served for $4.00 each and consists of Bar-B-Quebrisket, (or
your choice of links or sausage), beans and potato salad. The chief will be
Robert Turner KG5YK. Soft drinksand desert extracharge.

Thiswill be a good way to meet some of the folksthat check in on the Gulf
Coast Hurricane Net.

Contact:

Cecil Har per, WD5CQG

294 Balleycastle Drive

Milam, TX 75959

Phone: 409-625-1565

Email: WD5CQG@arrl.net
Website: http:/mwww.ARCSONLINE.org
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FCC Looksto Raise Vanity Call Sign Fees
for Second Consecutive Year

The FCC released aNotice of Proposed Rulemaking and
Order (NPRM http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/
attachmatch/FCC-08-126A1.pdf) onMay 14 seekingtoraise
feesfor Amateur Radiovanity cal sgns Currently, avanity cdl
signcosts$12.30 andisgoodfor 10 years; thenew feg, if the
FCC plangoesthrough, will goupto $13.40for 10years, an
increaseof $1.10. The FCCisauthorized by the Communica:
tionsAct of 1934 (asamended) to callect vanity cdl Sgnfeesto
recover the costsassociated with that program. Thevanity cal
sgnregulaory feeispayablenot only when goplying for anew
vanity cal sgn, but dso uponrenewing avanity cal sgnfora
new term. Ingtructionson how to comment onthisNPRM are
available on the FCC Web site (http://www.fcc.gov/cgh/
consumerfactshowtocomment.html).

Thevanity cal 9gnfeehasfluctuated over the12 yearsof the
current program -- fromalow of $11.70in 2007 to ahigh of
$70 (asfirst proposedin the FCC's 1994 Report and Order).
In 2007, the Commission lowered the fee from $20.80 to
$11.70. The FCC said it anticipatessome 15,000Amateur Rax
diovanity call Sgn“payment units’ or gpplicationsduringthe
next fiscal year, collecting $201,000in feesfromthe program.
Vanity FeeDuefor New, Renewal Applications

Thevanity cal Sgnregulatory feeispayablenot only when
applyingfor anew vanity call sgn, but aso uponrenewinga
vanity cdl dgnfor anew term. Thefirst vanity cal Sgnlicenses
issued under the current Amateur Radio vanity call sgnpro-
gramthat beganin 1996 cameupfor renewd threeyearsago.

Thoseholding vanity call signsissued prior to 1996 areex-
empt from having to pay thevanity cal sgnregulatory feeat
renewd, however. That’ sbecause Congressdid not authorize
the FCCto collect regulatory feesuntil 1993. Such* heritage’
vanity cal sgn holdersdo not appear asvanity licenseesinthe
FCCAmateur Radio database.

Amateur Radiolicenssesmay filefor renewd only within 90
daysof their licenseexpiration date. All radio amateursmust
have an FCC Registration Number (FRN) beforefiling any
goplicationwiththeCommisson. Applicantscanobtanan FRN
by goingtothe UL Sand clickingon“New UsersRegister”.
Youmus supply your Socid Security Number toobtainan FRN.
ARRL ProcessesLicense Renewals, I ncluding Vanities

TheARRL VECwill processlicenserenewasfor vanity cal
sgnholdersforamodes fee. TheserviceisavailabletoARRL
membersand nonmembers, dthough Leaguememberspay less
Routine, non-vanity renewal s continueto befreefor ARRL
members. Trusteesof club stationswith vanity cal sgnsmay
renew ether viathe UL Sor throughaClub Station Call Sign
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Adminigrator, suchasARRL VEC.

Leaguemembersshouldvistthe* ARRL Member Instruc-
tions for License Renewals or Changes’ page (http://
www.arl.orgffo/memberlicensandructionshtml), whiletheIn-
gructionsfor LicenseRenewdsor Changes’ pagecoversgen-
erd renewa proceduresfor nonmembers(hitp:/Aww.arrl.org/
fedllicensaingructionshtml). Thereisadditiond informetionon
theARRL VEC s“FCCLicens2RenewasandARRL License
Expiration Notices’ page (http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/
renewashtml).

Licenseapplicationandrenewd informationandlinkstothe
requiredformsareavalableontheARRL Amateur Application
Filing FAQ Web page (http:/mww.arrl .org/FandESid diregu-
lations/gpplication-filing-fag.html). The FCC'sformspagedso
offerstherequired forms(http:/Mmww.fcc.goviformpagehtml).

--Courtesy ARRL

KH4, MIDWAY ISLAND

Arrangementsand plansaremoving dong without difficulty
for thescheduled operation date of October 9-19th, 2009. We
would liketo announcethe addition of three new members,
CarlosEA1IR, Crag/KOCT and Oscar/EA1DRtotheteam.
Carlos, Craigand Oscar cometo uswith DX pedition experi-
ence, and wel ook forward to having them asmembersof the
team.

Numerousequipment suppliersand manufacturersareonline
withtheir support. When you deal with these companiesor
individua spleassetakeamoment and thank them for providing
support to not only this DX pedition but to all DX peditions.
Currently Acom, Hell, Rig Expert, The Battle Creek Group,
WXO0B, CableExperts, ELLI Print, QRZ-DX, TheDaily DX,
1Z2KTZ, WBAEF, andW6SZN are providing equipment or
support of sometype.

Theteamwould liketo thank NCDXF, The ColvinAward,
Southwest Ohio DX Association, The German DX Founda:
tion, INDEXA, The Southeastern DX Club, The Lone Star
DX Association, TheDanish DX Group and othersfor their
generousdonations. You may a so contribute, andwewill ap-
preciaeyour support. Contributionscan beforwarded severa
ways, viathe <www.midway2009.com> web Steusing Pay
Pd, credit card or U.S. Mail. All contributionsarenoted onthe
web Steand depending ontheleve of support will benoted on
theDXpeditionQSL.

Many of theteam memberswill bea Dayton and look for-
ward to seeing you. Please say hello when you seeamember
gportingtheBlueNCDXF T shirtwiththeK4M call.



June 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday
7:00 p DDXA Meeting 7:00 p JARC Open
@ JARC House
Clubhouse 8:00 p WARC Net
9:00 p SELA/Coast 146.94
Guard
Auxiliary Net
9:00 p SELA/Coast | 7:00 p WARC 7:00 p JARC Open 9:30 a VE Test
Guard General House Session@
Auxiliary Net Meeting at 7:30 p JARC Board JARC
Picadilly's on Meeting Clubhouse
Lapalco 8:00 p WARC Net
146.94
9:00 p SELA/Coast 7:00 p JARC Open
Guard House
Auxiliary Net 8:00 p WARC Net
146.94
9:00 p SELA/Coast 7:00 p JARC Open 1:00 p Field Day
Guard House Begins
Auxiliary Net 7:30 p JARC General
Meeting
8:00 p WARC Net
146.94
Field Day Continues 9:00 p SELA/Coast 7:00 p JARC Open
Guard House
Auxiliary Net 8:00 p WARC Net
146.94
JeFFERSON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB ® APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP ® PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.
Name Cdlggn Areasof interest:
Address
City, State, Zip Occupation
LicenseClass Spouse’'sName E-mail address
Home Phone Work Phone Ever beenissuedaNaticeof Apparent Lidhility?Yes  No

Membership Desired: Full ($30) Family ($15) Associate ($30) Student ($15)
Family membershipisfull membership plus$15 for each additiona up to amaximum of $60. Attach aseparate goplication for each family member.

Do you wishto not discloseyour contact information with other membersof theclub?Yes  No__

Signature

Date

Sponsor

Date

Please enclose duesand mail to: JARC, P.O. Box 73665, M etairie, LA 70033
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PR-101 Courselntroduced at ARRL

National Convention

TheARRL Public Relations Committee unveiled thenew
ARRL’s PR-101 course (http://www.arrl.org/catal og/
Atem=0133) at the 2009 ARRL Nationa Convention at the
Dayton Hamvention. Thecourse-- designedto givehamsa
quick coursein publicreaionsactivities-- wasquickly sngpped
up by ARRL Section Managers, Public Information Coordina:
tors(P1C) and Public Informeation Officers(PIO) to bring home
totheir homesections.

AccordingtoARRL Mediaand Public RelationsManager
AllenPitts W1AGP, theARRL Public RelationsCommittee
conducted aformal survey in December 2008 that confirmed
what had long been suspected: Almost haf of thepeopleacting
asPIOshavenotraining at al; othershad“ sometraining” or
“very littletraining.” Becauseof theimportanceof publicrda
tionstothefutureof Ameateur Redio, Fittssaid that the PR Com-
mitteefelt it needed to do somethingtoraisetheleve of kills
andtraining of thesevolunteers.

Using theskillsof expertsinvariousaspectsof publicrela
tions, Pitts, assembled ateamto create abas c coursethat will
providevolunteer PlOswiththebasic skillsand expectations
that aPlO needsto know. Whileremainingabasicleve course,
PR-101 coverseverything fromthebas c newsreleaseto Web
gtesandvideowork.

“Thiscourseisgeared toward PlOsand othersinterestedin
PublicRdations” Attssaid. “Whilethecourseisvoluntary, al
ARRL PlOsarestrongly encouragedtotakethecourse.”

Ovedl godsforthecourseare:

* Toclarify theroleof thePIOintheFeld Organization.

* Toegtablishabase st of expectations(job description) for
aPlOtofulfill, and peer pressureto dothejobwell.

* Toestablish, teach and verify that coursegraduateshave
thecommon basi ¢ skill set needed to accomplish expectations
set forthinthe PIOjob description.

* To createapool of trained PlOswho can be confidently
cdled uponto represent Amateur Radiointheir regionduring
bresking newsevents.

* Tocregteaspirit of prideinbeingatrained and active PIO.

* Toincreasetheproductivity of PIOsand resultant positive
mediacoverage.

“Thereisacritica needtooffer publicrdationstrainingthat
addressesthe 214 century medialandscape,” sadARRL Pub-
licRdationsCommitteeChairmanBill Morine, N2COR“ Since
thelast revison of theARRL PO Handbook inthemid 1990s,
domination of coverage has shifted from newspapers, maga
zinesand broadcast Sationsto cable, satelliteand I nternet me-
diaoutlets Thedecentrdization of mediameanstherearemany
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morewaysand formatsfromwhich the public can accessin-
formation. The PR-101 coursewill point ARRL PIOsinthe
directionwherethey can best take advantage of opportunities
inbothtraditiona andemergingmedia”

Thecourseisavailableon CD-ROM. Peoplecan complete
itontheir own schedule; when finished, it guidesthemtothe
Web for thefina exam. “ Participantswho successfully com-
pletetheexamwill bedirectedto aspecid areawherethey can
cregte, print and saveacertificateof completion,” Fittssaid. “ It
dsoautomaticaly notifiesARRL gaff withthenameand call
sgnof thegraduating sudent, dlowingalig tobekept of PIOs
withknownskills”

PR-101 course contributorsinclude Bill Morine, N2COP,
Don Carlson, KQEFM; Wat PAmer , WAALT; KevinODdll,
NOIRW; JmMcDondd, KBOLEI; Ted Randdl, WB8PUM,;
Harold Kramer, WJ1B; Jeff Beiermann, WBOM; Brennan
Price, N4QX; Pat Mullet, KC8RTW; Mike Langner,
K5MGR, andKent Sievers,

PR-101 isavailable on the ARRL Web site for acost of
$19.95 (http:/Amww.arrl.org/catal og/ Atem=0133).

-- Courtesy ARRL

A December
2008  study
showed that al-
most 50 percent
of ARRL PIOs
had nopublicre-
lationstraining,
while others
had little or
sometraining.

None!

Some

Little

JARC Board Of Directors 2009

Presdent: Kath W5KB 289-1504
VicePresdent: Dave KES5BMS  812-5482
Secretary: May WBSIOE — 885-8667
Tressurer: Dick W5RMX  888-2878
AtLarge 1Year #1: Rafael WS5BAI 208-0858
#2: Don WB5QAZ 455-4448

#3: Johnny NS5AZA
2Year #1: Jm  KB5MFP

#2: Josh KD5PCR

#3: Bob  AES5RN

261-8963
cleelis)

All phone numbers use the 504 areacode.




